IMPORTANT INFORMATION
SUMMARY CARE RECORD FACTSHEET – YOUR CHOICE
The NHS is changing the way your health information is stored and managed. The NHS Summary Care Record is being introduced – uploading a centrally held electronic record of important information about your health. This will be in addition to your existing health records which will continue to be used as they are now.

At first, the Summary Care Record will contain information such as medications you have been prescribed, bad reactions to medicines and any allergies that have been recorded by your GP. 
Over time, we may add details about any health problems, summaries of your care and the professionals treating you to your summary care record – including information from hospitals and other NHS health services. You will be able to discuss what is being added and how sensitive information is handled with the professionals caring for you.

The Summary Care Record will be available only to authorised healthcare staff providing your

NHS care, which means if you have an accident or become ill, the clinicians treating you will have immediate access to important information about you. 

In the future, the NHS will set up a system for you to register with a website called HealthSpace, and you will be able to view your own Summary Care Record online using a secure internet connection. 
Your choices

You have a choice about whether you have a Summary Care Record or not. To help us to follow your choice, all new registrations must complete the attached form. 
For patients already registered at this practice, it is assumed that you want a Summary Care Record uploaded unless you opt out.
What are my options? 
1) I do want to have a Summary Care Record; I am happy for my records to be sent to it.
2) I do not want a Summary Care Record; I am not happy for my records to be sent to it. 

3) I don’t know whether I want a Summary Care Record; I will decide later.
What happens next? 
1) If you choose option 1 we will set our system to create a Summary Care Record for you.
2) If you choose option 2 we will set our system to not create a Summary Care Record for you. 
3) If you choose option 3 we will also set our system to not create a Summary Care Record for you. You will be able to confirm your decision in the future - either requesting that a Summary Care Record be created for you, or confirming that you wish to opt out.
Whatever your choice, you can change your mind at any time.

If you are the parent or guardian of a child under 16 then you should make this information available to them if you feel they are old enough to understand. A Summary Care Record will be created for them automatically. However, you can also request to opt out your child from having a Summary Care Record.
More information
The leaflet ‘Changes to your health records’ tells you more about what a Summary Care Record is, how your health information will be stored and managed and your options as a patient. This includes information on security and confidentiality.
If you have any unanswered questions, or if you wish to discuss your options or concerns further, please phone the dedicated NHS Care Records Service information line on 0845 603 8510 or visit the website at www.nhscarerecords.nhs.uk/summary.
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